
          March 10, 2014 
Dear Stoneham Neighbors, 
 
My name is Elizabeth Erk and I have been a Stoneham resident for 11 years. I never cared about 
politics, except for what I'd research to help me make sound voting decisions around election times. I 
typically would see canvassers coming up the street, close the blinds and pretend I wasn't home. 
While I admire the dedication, I always found canvassing invasive-- which is why I'm writing you a 
letter and not knocking on your door. 
 
In early 2012 I was awarded Guardianship of a two year old girl named Vanessa. Overnight I 
changed from "single small business owner" to "working single parent." I moved Vanessa to 
Stoneham full-time with all kinds of ideas about how she'd grow up in our little town. I clearly had 
been far too "heads down" as a Stoneham resident because it wasn't until that time that I really 
began to look around where I lived. I was sorely disappointed in the lack of what I felt should define 
a true "family community," not to mention available activities. For a place that had its own zoo, The 
Fells, an ice rink, Spot Pond, several schools and was in close proximity to both 93 and 95, well, let's 
say I was stunned at how "empty" the town felt. 
 
I enrolled Vanessa in a Stoneham-based private early education center (located very close to Weiss 
Farm) and began taking her to other areas like Somerville and Cambridge for community events and 
activities. About a year ago I began thinking about relocating to one of the other areas-- right around 
the time when the noise about Weiss Farm became noticeable to me. As a taxpayer and parent of a 
child attending school nearby there, that issue was certainly something I began to pay attention to. 
Clearly, for me, the "writing was on the wall" that we needed to move away before Vanessa would be 
of age to enroll in the Stoneham public school system. 
 
Six months later something else caught my attention-- the efforts of Ann Marie O'Neill in fighting the 
Weiss Farm development project. I couldn't name a single Selectman in our town up until that point, 
but as "heads down" as I'd been, I started seeing Ann Marie seemingly everywhere from the 
Bikeway/ Greenway initiative (that I'd about lost hope on) to bringing businesses to our painfully 
vacant commercial properties. Who was this lady?! 
 
So I started paying even more attention to both Ann Marie and Stoneham from that moment on. 
Stoneham was actually changing and improving! Maybe moving wasn't going to be necessary after 
all. What I didn't realize until very recently (again- I'd been a "heads down" resident who didn't pay 
attention to local politics) was that Ann Marie had popped up seemingly "out of nowhere" because 
she had won a special election last June, and that she was up for re-election on April 1st, 2014. This 
meant that Ann Marie would need our residents to come out and vote to keep the positive 
momentum going. (I created an outline of her accomplishments, which I've included for easy 
reference)  
 
Which brings us to why you have a direct letter from me. I'm writing because it is my hope that you'll 
take a look at her track record, be as impressed as I have been, and then vote for her in the full term 
election on April 1st. As I'd said, I have really never cared about politics, but as someone raising a 
child in Stoneham... boy do I care about what happens when it comes to who leads our town! 
 
Please feel free to write me if you have any questions; I'd love to meet more of my fellow neighbors: 
lizerk@verizon.net 
 
Best, 

 
Elizabeth "Liz" Erk (...and Vanessa, too!)  



Stoneham Selectman Ann Marie O'Neill's Outline of Progress: 

 
 
Greenway/Bikeway- She reignited the project which is scheduled to break ground next year and will 
infuse Stoneham with the better part of 5.5M. 
 
Stoneham's Public Islands- She discovered that the upkeep of Stoneham’s islands had been neglected 
for over two years, and immediately began an initiative to beautify highly visible locations to put 
Stoneham’s best face forward.  (Recently RFPs went out to local landscapers and sponsors are being 
considered.  By spring we will have a town to be proud of!)  
 
General Interests- Ann Marie successfully fought the issuance of beer and wine licenses to local gas 
stations.  She encouraged her fellow board members to take a closer look at our tobacco by-laws, 
especially because many local stores were selling products that blatantly encouraged our youth to begin 
smoking, plus some stores had drug paraphernalia proudly on display. Thanks to her efforts, these stores 
will be unable to offer such products in a couple of months.  
 
Stoneham’s Drug and Alcohol Coalition- She became very active with the coalition to further help 
prevent and combat drug/alcohol addiction. 
 
Communication- Ann Marie improved communications between town departments and residents.  
Thanks to these efforts, Stoneham will soon introduce a web-based/smart phone tool that we can use to 
report an issue, receive acknowledgement, and follow progress through to completion. 
 
Weiss Farm- A BIG issue of concern for me. Ann Marie has spent many many hours working on 
strategies to fight the housing development proposed by Corcoran Development that is way too big for 
Franklin Street. Much of her input was used in the letter to MassHousing and as part of the foundation for 
our argument against the project. To better communicate with residents on the efforts, a web page was 
developed.  We are able see periodic updates from our 40B attorney and submit comments on behalf of 
the project.   
 
Local Businesses- She lobbied for an Economic Developer desperately needed by Stoneham.  While 
working on these important issues, she met with local business owners and developers to hear the 
challenges they face in attracting business to Stoneham that would bring in much needed revenue while 
being a good fit for our community. 
 
Revitalizing Downtown- Stoneham needs funds to restore basic services our town has lost over the last 
10 years or so. Ann Marie has made it loud and clear that we taxpayers just cannot pay more. We must 
focus on revitalizing our downtown area, filling empty store fronts and buildings to bring in much needed 
revenue.  We need to aggressively pursue grant money and other financial opportunities that will put 
Stoneham back on solid financial footing.  We need to continue to work with our legislators to fight for 
more state funding, as we are clearly not receiving our fair share.  Ann Marie believes the town needs to 
be more fiscally transparent to us taxpayers.  I'm sure I'm not alone in feeling that the budget process is 
confusing and I, as a taxpayer, do not have a clear view of where my money goes.   
 
 

 

 

 


